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Attention: Users of University of Wisconsin-Madison CT Protocols 

This letter outlines how the University of Wisconsin-Madison CT protocols, delivered to 
you via GE Healthcare, are compliant with the “Revised Requirements for Diagnostic 
Imaging Services” published by The Joint Commission and effective July 1, 2015. The 
specific elements of performance fulfilled by using unaltered UW CT protocols are as 
follows: 

PC.01.03.01, A 25 The [critical access] hospital establishes or adopts diagnostic 
computed tomography (CT) imaging protocols based on current standards of practice, 
which address key criteria including clinical indication, contrast administration, age (to 
indicate whether the patient is pediatric or an adult), patient size and body habitus, and 
the expected radiation dose index range.  

UW CT Protocols are age and/or size-specific, and come with a design philosophy and 
indication instructions outlining how to select the most appropriate protocol. Every UW 
protocol has information specifying:  

a. Indication, 
b. Contrast Administration (i.e., we provide details on Oral and IV contrast in the 

form of volume, strength, flow rates, and timing of administration) 
c. Age (i.e., UW’s neuro head protocols are age-based as described in the manual 

and in our protocol naming structure) 
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d. Patient Size (i.e., UW protocols are size-based as described in the supplemental 
sizing information provided and in the protocol naming structure) 

e. Expected dose index range via the UW Dose Check manual which lists:  
i. The Notification values (NV) for all UW CT Protocols 
ii. The 25th, 50th, and 75th percentile dose values for CTDIvol, SSDE, and 

DLP for all UW CT Protocols 

PC.01.03.01, A26 Diagnostic computed tomography (CT) imaging protocols are 
reviewed and kept current with input from an interpreting radiologist, medical physicist, 
and lead imaging technologist to make certain that they adhere to current standards of 
practice and account for changes in CT imaging equipment. These reviews are 
conducted at time frames identified by the [critical access] hospital.  

We host at least bi-annual medical advisory board meetings for radiologists, CT 
technologists, and CT physicists. Details on these activities can be found on our 
website: https://www.radiology.wisc.edu/uw-ge-ct-protocol-project/advisory-board/. 

For your reference, itemized lists of major UW CT protocol changes made to-date are 
included with this letter. 

Please refer Joint Commission auditors to this link, and show them the front of your UW 
CT protocol manual, which lists the changes made for each version. The University of 
Wisconsin-Madison continually reviews their CT protocols.  

Use of the University of Wisconsin-Madison CT protocols also facilitates your 
institution’s fulfillment of the following elements of performance: 

PC.01.02.15, A12 For [critical access] hospitals that provide diagnostic computed 
tomography (CT), magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), positron emission tomography 
(PET), or nuclear medicine (NM) services: The [critical access] hospital considers the 
patient’s age and recent imaging exams when deciding on the most appropriate type of 
imaging exam.  

UW CT Protocols are age and/or size-specific, and come with a design philosophy and 
indication instructions outlining how to select the most appropriate protocol. 
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PC.02.01.01, A6 The [critical access] hospital reviews and analyzes incidents where the 
radiation dose index (CTDIvol, DLP, or size-specific dose estimate [SSDE]) from 
diagnostic CT examinations exceeded expected dose index ranges identified in imaging 
protocols. These incidents are then compared to external benchmarks.  

UW publishes a Dose Check manual, which lists:  

a. Patient dose benchmark data from exams using UW CT protocols in the form of 
25th, 50th, and 75th percentile dose values for CTDIvol, SSDE, and DLP. 

b. Dose data from the American College of Radiology Dose Index Registry. 
c. A large multicenter study published in a peer-reviewed journal. 

All three of these sources can serve as an external benchmark for your internal dose 
events. Download the UW Dose Check Manual on our website: 
https://www.radiology.wisc.edu/uw-ge-ct-protocol-project/resources/ 

For additional information related to compliance, please visit us online or contact us 
directly. 

https://www.radiology.wisc.edu/uw-ge-ct-protocol-project/publications-and-
presentations/ 

Radiologist: Myron Pozniak - mpozniak@uwhealth.org 

Technologist: Carrie Bartels - CBartels2@uwhealth.org  

Physicist: Timothy Szczykutowicz - tszczykutowicz@uwhealth.org 
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